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About EVENT project… 
Energy Vulnerability and Alternative Economies in Northern Greece 

 funded by RGS-IBG, UK  

Aims to understand how experiences of energy vulnerability in Greece are 
underpinned by the social and spatial infrastructures of everyday life.  

 

More specifically, it investigates the seasonal and diurnal features of energy 
vulnerability in urban and peri-urban areas.  

 

Based on an ethnographic case study of the experience of energy 
vulnerability in Thessaloniki (Northern Greece), combined with decision-
maker interviews and a survey of the secondary literature 

 

 

 



Why Greece? 



Greece has the highest poverty risk rate in Europe, with approximately one quarter of the total population 
falling under this category (ELSTAT 2013).  

 
 
The collapse of universal energy provision in this country has brought into light the complex technical, social 
and economic relations involved in sustaining the modern ʻtechnological sublimeʼ (Nye 1996, Graham 2002).  



 
- Poorly-insulated homes 
 
- Inflexible built, institutional and/or ownership 

arrangements that do not allow for improving the 
efficiency of the housing stock or switching towards more 
affordable fuels (Santamouris 2007, Katsoulakos 2011) 

 
- Energy prices have either stayed the same or increased, in 

order to allow for the privatisation of energy utilities 
 
- Greece provides a unique chance to study the extent to 

which diverse economies (Gibson-Graham 2006) play a 
role not only in terms of ameliorating poverty, but 
sustaining the rhythms of everyday life more generally.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Why Thessaloniki? 



Has relatively 
colder winter 
temperatures 
in 
comparison 
with other 
major urban 
areas in the 
country  
 



 



Evidence of 

diverse  

Economies 
 



Theoretical Framework 



Insights from: 

 

Social justice theory (Walker and Day 2012)  

 

Political ecology approaches (Heynen et al 2006, Biehler and Simon 2011, Knight and Bell 2012) 

 

Social practice theory (Hargreaves 2011, Shove and Pantzar 2005)  

 

 
Energy vulnerability – a 
question of ensuring an 
adequate match 
between housing types, 
heating systems and 
household needs, as it is 
about incomes and 
energy efficiency.  
 
 
 



Household ethnographies 

• semi-structured interviews  

• energy diaries 

• direct energy measurement  



Quantification:  

preliminary results 



25 households 
were monitored 
over a one week 
period during the 
2013 summer 
cooling season 
and the 2014 
winter heating 
season  



9 households 
2 households 

     1 household 

13 households 





ELSAT, 2013 



Experiences of Energy Deprivation:  

anecdotal evidence 



 
Widespread presence of energy vulnerability among the urban and peri-urban areas 

 
Patterns of domestic energy deprivation are more conspicuous in peri-urban areas, both socially 

– due to intense and close social ties – and infrastructurally 
 
   







 

 Lack of adequate  
domestic energy services  
due to… 



The inclusion of various new taxes in the 
electricity bill 

 
‘The government is trying to get as much money as possible 
through additional taxes. Don’t you see? People switch 
from using petrol to using electricity to save up and the 
government introduces heavier taxes on electricity!’ (45 
year old, secretary) 

 

‘There is not much point in trying to save up on your 
electricity bill because the cost of your electricity 
consumption is a small amount and the rest is taxes and 
additional costs.’ (38 year old, housewife) 

 

 

 



 
High petroleum prices 

 
‘If the petrol prices were lower I would reduce expenses from 
cutting down something else and use the radiator. The radiator 
offers the right heating, hot water and this way the whole house 
is ‘functional’, while now we can only use half the’ (55 year old, 
housewife) 
 
‘It is a form of protest not to use petrol, I thought that if done 
collectively it would have acted as a form of pressure to the 
government, but obviously it hasn’t’. (46 year old, shop owner) 

 
 
 



Non-flexible heating systems 

‘There is a problem 
with benefits for 
heating. How can 
one divide the sum 
when it comes to 
central heating in a 
block of flats? (60 
year old, pensioner) 

 



 The inefficient built fabric 

My parents’ house is 
by the sea and we 
never had mould and 
humidity on this scale 
there. That is because 
their house is well 
built and they have 
efficient heating there 
(35 year old, 
ambulance driver) 



Energy 
deprivation
… 



‘We decided to use the water heater on specific times 
when we can all take a bath around the same time 
and do house chores’. (52 year old, travel agent) 

 

‘I reduced the use of air-condition because I feel that I 
can take the heat, while with heating in the winter it is 
different. I might need to cut off on other costs but 
not heating’. (39 year old, graphic designer) 

 

 

 
…shapes the everyday practices in the home 



…..affects social life 

• ‘We used to have our friends 
over regularly but we have 
stopped doing that because 
the cost is high. (32 year 
hospital worker) 

 
• ‘It is more likely that we will 

visit them [friends] in their 
houses rather than have them 
over here, because of the cost. 
I am afraid that people my age 
have lost their social identity’ 
(55 year old, housewife) 
 



…affects emigration and urban-rural 
migration 

‘We are thinking that if worse comes to worst then we would live 
the country and try to find a job abroad’. (33 year old, part time 
chemist assistant) 
 
‘If things get worse in the future I will go back to my village to live, 
because life in a village is very different from the city life, it is much 
cheaper.’ (55 year old, part time accountant) 
 
‘We stay in our flat during the week and on the weekends we go to 
our respective villages. When you start paying for natural gas and 
other bills you remember to visit your mother more often’ 
[laughter] (37 year old, secretary) 
 
 
 
 



…emphasizes the importance 
of collective agencies 

‘I would not be able to afford a 
place on my own. I am only posh 
when I am together with my 
partner. By myself I become a 
destitute.’ (37 year old, secretary) 
 

‘This winter I am thinking about 
not using the radiators in the 
morning when I will be here by 
myself. I might go over to a friend’s 
house to warm up!’[laughter] (52 
year old, housewife) 


